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WELCOME TO THE LA CROSSE AREA
Welcome to the La Crosse Area! We hope you find
all the information you need as you browse LADCO’s
Economic Profile. If you would like more information,
please contact us at (608) 784-5488.
As you would expect, the local booster brags about
the area, and we do! We hope to make the case, with
this economic profile, that the La Crosse Area is the
premier quality place in the Upper Midwest. Whether
the measure is education, unique outdoor activities,
a vibrant downtown nightlife, tourism destinations or
diversity in the economy, the La Crosse Area is first
among equals. The information in this profile gives
backbone to that claim.
A gratifyingly long list of superlatives offered by
others concerning the La Crosse Area can be found
throughout this publication, as well as on
our website, www.ladcoweb.org.

James P. Hill
Executive Director, LADCO
1983 - Present

Come visit or come to stay! Oh, and bring your
business! Welcome to the La Crosse Area!

James Hill, Executive Director
La Crosse Area Development Corporation

CONTACT US
PHONE

(608) 784-5488

WEBSITE

www.ladcoweb.org

EMAIL

ladco@centurytel.net

ADDRESS

601 7th Street North
La Crosse, WI 54601

LA CROSSE NAMED THE BEST CITY IN AMERICA
America is full of some really fantastic cities, and Wisconsin has plenty of them. But www.onlyinyourstate.com
thinks that the best city in all of America is right here in Wisconsin: La Crosse. Scenic backdrops, good colleges,
and up and coming businesses make this the place that we should all be moving to - or at least visiting.
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LOCATION
La Crosse, Wisconsin, a metropolitan statistical area of 118,122
people (US Census, expected population for 2016), is strategically
located on the Upper Mississippi along Wisconsin’s western
border. La Crosse is at the heart of a trade zone stretching from
Western Wisconsin into Upper Iowa and Eastern Minnesota. The
city and its surrounding area are ideal for business and industry,
with immediate reach to over 400,000 people within 50 miles. The
peripheral areas within 200 miles of La Crosse are host to major
cities including Milwaukee and Madison, Wisconsin; Minneapolis/
St. Paul and Duluth, Minnesota; Des Moines, Iowa; and Chicago,
Illinois, and are home to nearly 4 million people.
La Crosse is home to three institutions of higher education, the
University of Wisconsin – La Crosse, Viterbo University and Western
Technical College, providing a highly trained workforce to
companies throughout the region.
Two nationally renowned health care facilities, Gundersen
Health System and Mayo Clinic Health System, along with an array
of recreational opportunities in the outdoors and much more
contribute to the quality of life experienced in the La Crosse Area.

LA CROSSE AREA FACTS
BUSINESS
Forbes.com ranks La Crosse #50 in the nation in “2016–
Best Places for Business and Careers”

COMMUNITY

• Onalaska voted #8 of the cities in Wisconsin for
Home Ownership
• Great River Road voted “Prettiest Drive in America”
– Huffington Post
• La Crosse, WI/Winona, MN voted #15 Most Secure
Place to Live Among Small Towns by Farmer’s
Insurance Group in 2013
• La Crosse is ranked in “The 16 Best Towns To Live In”,
according to OUTSIDE Magazine.

EDUCATION

• University of Wisconsin – La Crosse ranked #3 Public
Midwest Regional University according to U.S. New
and World Report
• UW-L named on Kiplinger’s 100 “Best Values in Public
Colleges”
• UW-L ranked #4 among public colleges in “Best
Value For Under $30,000 a Year”
• Viterbo University named on G.I. Job’s list of Top
Military Friendly Colleges for 2015-16
• Viterbo received the President’s Honor Roll for
Service, every year since 2010.
• Viterbo is one of the 2013-14 National, Catholic, and
Wisconsin “Colleges of Distinction.”

HEALTHCARE

• Gundersen Health System received Healthgrades
“America’s 20 Best Hospitals” in 2017
• Gundersen Health System received Healthgrades
“Outstanding Patient Experience Award” in 2017
• MCHS-Franciscan Healthcare received the
Outstanding Achievement Award from the
American College of Surgeons’ Commission on
Cancer Care
• MCHS-Franciscan Healthcare was ranked #1 for
Diabetes Care by the Wisconsin Collaborative for
Healthcare Quality.
• Health care providers in the La Crosse region have
been identified as the third most effective nationally
in delivering health care (Dartmouth Atlas) and the
lowest utilizer of Medicare services in the nation
(MedPac). The health care in the region stands as a
model for the entire nation.
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MAJOR MODES OF TRANSPORTATION
LAND . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roads and Railways
The La Crosse Area is connected to other communities, states, and nations via
a network of numerous transportation options. Two main means of transport by
land being road and rail. La Crosse County is conveniently situated between
major cities and acts as a transportation hub connecting travel and transport
to many other areas in the Midwest such as: Minneapolis, MN; Madison, WI;
Milwaukee, WI; Chicago, IL; and Des Moines, IA. Major interstate in the area
include: Interstate 90 and Interstate 94.
Also, La Crosse is home to two major commercial rail lines - the Canadian
Pacific Railway and Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railway. These rail lines act
as key links in the North American supply chain. La Crosse County is a prime
trade zone, thanks to the easy roads and rail access in this area.

AIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . La Crosse Regional Airport
The La Crosse Regional Airport offers another means of convenient travel to
and from the La Crosse Area. It services daily flights to other major hubs in the
Midwest. The airlines process nearly 90,000 enplanements and 180,000 total
passengers annually.
The airport sits on 1,380 acres of land and supports approximately 19,000
operations every year. At 8,742 feet, the La Crosse Airport has the third longest
runway in the state of Wisconsin with Milwaukee having the longest and
Madison the second longest. With this infrastructure in place, the La Crosse
Airport can accommodate even the largest aircrafts in service today.
Overall, the airport provides reliable, regional air transportation services that
are critical to the growth and health of other local businesses and organizations
in our community.

WATER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Port of La Crosse
The Port of La Crosse handles nearly one million tons of commodities annually
including liquids, cement, grain and general bulk products. Strategically
located near major roads and rail yards, the port offers connection to the
Upper Midwest and the world - importing and exporting products from China,
Russia Spain, South America, Mexico and other countries.
The port also supports an active excursion boat trade, with stops by the
American Queen and is the home port of the historic Julia Belle Swain steampowered sternwheeler.

COMMUTE
Employees in La Crosse County have a shorter average commute time of 17.3 minutes than the national
average of 24.8 minutes. 1% of the workforce in La Crosse County have “super commutes” an excess of a
90-minute travel to work. That is lower than the national average of 2.6%.
The largest share of workers in La Crosse County drive alone to work, with the preferred secondary means of
transportation to work for La Crosse County being Carpooled.
Another commuting option for workers, students, and the public is via the Scenic Mississippi Regional
Transit Bus. The S.M.R.T Bus is a fixed route bus service that operates daily, providing efficient and accessible
transportation to residents in Vernon, Crawford, and La Crosse Counties. It has been a tremendous
enhancement to workforce development, giving people from varied backgrounds access to work, education,
and recreation in an interconnected transportation system. Since its inception in 2013 ridership has grown
rapidly to 20,848 riders in 2016. Demand is so robust that two new routes are being planned in 2018.
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ECONOMIC TRENDS
LA CROSSE COUNTY ECONOMIC TRENDS
Jobs Openings from 2010 to 2015: 22,859 jobs		 Job Growth Rate from 2010 to 2015: 4%
Unemployment Rate in 2017: 2.5%				

Labor Force Participation Rate in 2015: 70.2%

Average Age in 2015: 35.4 years old 				

Population in 2016: 118,122 people

BUILDING PERMIT DATA
Building permits data is a great predictor of economic activity over 18-24 months in which there is all manner
of vending during construction and construction payrolls are being paid.
La Crosse County has seen exceptionally strong building permit data numbers over the past three years.
Building permits hit a record high of $704.9 million in 2014. In 2015 also saw more strong numbers, with $584.9
million building permits sought, and in 2016 with a reported $466.3 million in permits issued over the 12-month
period.
Over the past six years, from 2011 to 2016, there has been a total of over $2.5 billion building permits
distributed in La Crosse County, and an average of $423.0 million in building permits issued per year.

BUILDING PERMIT DATA IN LA CROSSE COUNTY FROM 2011 TO 2016
Municipality
City of La Crosse
City of Onalaska
Village of Bangor
Village of Holmen
Village of West Salem
Towns
Totals

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

$ 290,255,000 $ 101,875,745 $ 154,488,930 $ 614,280,000 $ 460,500,000 $ 368,503,011
34,368,943

27,101,883

27,535,535

42,900,000

54,800,000

28,700,000

338,724

349,438

779,820

417,915

1,649,300

1,312,961

11,822,126

11,584,253

11,220,681

10,800,000

10,000,000

25,872,930

3,531,781

8,057,874

8,709,184

7,600,000

23,402,380

7,103,120

22,656,544

33,556,454

30,190,173

29,400,000

36,303,000

36,270,000

$ 362,973,118 $ 182,434,647 $ 232,924,863 $ 705,397,915 $ 586,581,680 $ 467,762,022

Building Permit Data

Key:
City of La Crosse

Building Permit Value ($)

City of Onalaska
Village of Bangor
Village of Holmen
Village of West Salem
Towns in La Crosse County

Time (Years)
Source: La Crosse Area Development Corporation
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EMPLOYMENT
PROMINENT EMPLOYERS IN THE LA CROSSE AREA
Rank

Organization’s Name

Full-Time
Employees

Industry

1

Gundersen Health System

6,000 Health Care

2

Ashley Furniture Industries, Inc.

3,000 Manufacturing

3

Mayo Clinic Health System

2,994 Health Care

4

Trane

2,350 Manufacturing

5

Fort McCoy

2,215 Government

6

County of La Crosse

1,001 Government

7

UW-La Crosse

1,000 Education

8

School District of La Crosse

988 Education

9

Kwik Trip

900

10

Logistics Health Inc.

850 Health Care

11

CenturyLink

830 Telecomunication

12

School District of Holmen

516 Education

13

City of La Crosse

478 Government

14

Western Technical College

454 Education

15

Chart Energy & Chemicals, Inc.

420 Manufacturing

16

BNSF Railway Company

400 Transportation

17

Dairyland Power Cooperative

400 Utilities

JOB GROWTH

Convenience
Store

Source: La Crosse Area Chamber of Commerce website - Top Employers

JOB OPENINGS
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Job Openings in La Crosse County from 2010 to 2015

Number of Job Openings

There were 10,994 job openings
in 2015 within the nine counties in
the Mississippi River Region. The
number of job openings in this area
fluctuated from a low of 9,764 in 2010
to a high of 12,764 in 2011. The two
counties with the most job openings
over the last 6 years were La Crosse
County with the most (22,859) and
Monroe County with the second
most (8,005). The lowest year in job
openings during this period for
La Crosse County was in 2015 with
3,472 job openings and the high
was in 2012 with 4,330 job openings.
La Crosse County, like all the other
counties - except Vernon County - in
the region, saw a decrease in the
number of job openings between
2014 and 2015, possibly indicating a
slowing job opening trend.

According to the 2017-2022 CEDS
report put forth by MRRPC, for
La Crosse County, a net total of 2,967
jobs were gained from 2010 – 2015.
Specifically, increases over 250 jobs
occurred in the industries of other
services, construction, transportation,
and warehousing, health care and
social assistance, wholesale trade,
and accommodation and food
services. Although La Crosse County
incurred a 4% job growth from 2010
– 2015, industries that experienced
a decline in over 100 jobs were in
government, professional services,
and finance and insurance. The
main reason why La Crosse County
experienced job growth from 2010 –
2015 was due to gains from growth
at the national level in key industries,
such as health care and social
assistance and retail trade, which
in turn helped offset a large decline
due to increased competitiveness in
most industries in La Crosse County.

Time (Years)
Source: Economic Modeling Specialists International - ESMI, Quarter 4 Data Set and
Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development, Bureau of Workforce Information
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LABOR FORCE
LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES
The labor force participation rate consists of those individuals 16 years and older who are either employed or are
actively seeking employment, but currently unemployed. The graphs below compare labor force participation rates
between the La Crosse County, Wisconsin, and the United States in 2015. They show that the County has a significantly
higher labor force participation rate at 70.2% than the nation (62.7%); however, it is slightly lower than the state at
71.2%, according to the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development.

2015 Labor Force Participation Rate Comparison
Wisconsin

La Crosse County

United States

28.8%

29.8%

Key:
Participating
Not Participating

37.3%

71.2%

70.2%

62.7%

Source: National CPS (US Current
Population Survey) and
Wisconsin & La Crosse
County - WI DOA Dept.
of Administration,
Population Estimates
& LAUS (Local
Area Unemployment
Statistics)

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE TRENDS
The unemployment rate is a measure of the prevalence of unemployment, and it is calculated as a percentage by
dividing the number of unemployed individuals by all individuals currently in the labor force.
The graph shows the unemployment rate trends in La Crosse County, the Mississippi River Region, Wisconsin, and the
United States from 2010-2015. During this period, the lowest annual unemployment rates for the county, region, state,
and nation were experienced in 2015. Every County within the region, including La Crosse County, along with the state,
and nation as a whole experienced their worst year of unemployment during this period in 2010. The unemployment
rates in the Mississippi River Region counties, the state, and the nation have been steadily decreasing since 2010. The
declining rates demonstrates the economic recover from the Great Recession in 2008 and 2009.

Unemployment Rate Trends

Unemployment Rate (%)

The state had unemployment rates
lower than the nation for every year
in this period, and the Mississippi River
Region had unemployment rates
even lower than the nation’s or the
state’s for every year during this
period. Further, La Crosse County
experienced the lowest rates - lower
than the regional, state-wide, and
national averages during this period.

According to the Mississippi River
Regional Planning Commission, six
counties in the region, including
La Crosse County, experienced both
declining unemployment rates and
increasing labor force numbers,
indicate that people are finding
Time (Years)
work, and not simply dropping out of
Key:
La
Crosse
County
Region
State
Nation
the labor force.
Source: Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development, Wisconsin Worknet; Local Area Unemployment Statistics, Not Seasonally Adjusted
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DEMOGRAPHICS AND POPULATION
AGE STRUCTURE

Age Structure in La Crosse County

Age Distribution

The youth population, ages 0 - 19,
made up a similar percentage
14%
14%
14%
16%
among the county, region, state
and nation – all at 26%. However,
La Crosse County had a larger
36%
39%
40%
38%
percentage of their populations in
the Young Adult category, ages
20 - 24, at 24%, compared to the
region (20%), the state (20%), and
24%
21%
20%
20%
the nation (21%) - showing La Crosse
county has a greater percentage
of new, young workers to offset the
26%
26%
26%
26%
older, retiring workers. The younger
age structure is likely due to the fact
that La Crosse County is home to
three institutions of higher education,
Key:
Youth (0-19)
Youth Adults (20-34)
which draws young people to the
Experienced Working Age (35-64)
Seniors (65+)
area. However, experienced workers,
aged 35 – 64, made up the largest
percentage of total population in La Crosse County at 36% with the next largest being youth (26%), then youth
adult (24%), and finally seniors (14%). The region is older than the county, state, and nation with 16% of the
Region’s population being 65 years or older, while La Crosse County’s senior population remains at 14% similar
to the state (14%) and the nation (14%). Overall, the age structure remains diverse - with a mix of various aged
people.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Population Projections for La Crosse County from 2010 to 2015

MEDIAN INCOME

Population

In 2015, the median household
income of La Crosse County
residents was $50,539. La Crosse
County households made slightly
more than Buffalo County
households ($50,196) and Rock
County households ($50,324).

RACE & ETHNICITY
The largest La Crosse County
racial/ethnic groups are White
(90.6%) followed by Asian (4.5%) and
Hispanic (1.7%).
Time (Years)

POPULATION GROWTH
La Crosse County has experienced 2.949% growth in its population over the past six-year period. The
population being approximately 114,638 people in La Crosse County in 2010, and expected to increase to
118,122 people by 2016.
With 118,122 people, La Crosse County is the 12th most populated county in the state of Wisconsin out of 72
counties. However, Eau Claire County with 102,965 people and Sheboygan County with 115,427 people are
close behind.
Source: Wisconsin Demographics by Cubit - https://www.wisconsin-demographics.com/la-crosse-county-demographics
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EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

With the ever-changing skill
sets needed to prepare for the
21st century workforce, a higher
percentage of people in La
Crosse County have obtained an
associate’s degree (14%) that the
region (11%), the state (10%), and
the nation (8%). Many quality job
offerings in the technology and
the medical fields do not require a
4-year degree, but instead often
require an associate’s degree.

Educational Distribution

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, 2011-2015 American
Community Survey, 45% of the
La Crosse County population has
obtained either a college degree
or an associate’s degree. This was
greater than the region (34%), the
state (37%), and the nation (37%).
It is evident that the presence of
a university, college, or technical
college campus encourages more
residents to attend school beyond
high school. La Crosse County
is home to three institutions of
higher education – the University
of Wisconsin – La Crosse, Viterbo
University, and Western Technical
College.

Educational Attainment in La Crosse County

31%

11%
14%

21%

27%

29%

10%

8%

21%

21%

21%
35%

32%

10%

10%

28%
6%

Key:

23%

Less than High School
Associate’s Degree

28%
14%

High School
Some College
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

AREAS OF STUDY
Top Three Most Common Bachelor’s Degree Field of Study:
1. General Biological Sciences
2. General Psychology
3. Registered Nursing
High Relative Number of People Obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in:
1. Speech Communication & Rhetoric
2. General Organizational Communication
3. Women’s Studies

TEST SCORES

Area High School

2016
Composit
ACT Score

Bangor

18.76

Holmen

20.52

La Crosse

20.00

Onalaska

21.85

West Salem

20.88

Students in Bangor, Holmen,
Onalaska and West Salem all
reported proficiency levels above
50 percent in math, science, and
english. West Salem saw some of
the best performances, with more
than 57 percent demonstrating
proficiency in English and math,
and nearly 75 percent of students
showing proficiency in science.
Source: La Crosse Tribune - Oct. 21, 2016

Top Three Most Common Associate’s Degree Field of Study:
1. Registered Nursing
2. General Business Administration & Management
3. Graphic Design
High Relative Number of People Obtaining a Associate’s Degree in:
1. Farm Supplies Retail & Wholesaling
2. General Computer Programming
3. Computer Systems Networking & Telecommunications

Source: Data USA: La Crosse County, WI Profile
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HIGHER EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - LA CROSSE
The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse continues to find itself on the
list of best public universities not only in the Midwest, but the entire
nation.
According to the U.S. News and World Report (2015), UW-L has
been ranked the top comprehensive university in the UW system
for fifteen consecutive years. Also, it ranked the fourth best public
university in the Midwest. In addition to these honors, UW-L was
placed in the elite group of 39 universities nationally for their student success in undergraduate research and
creative projects. On top of providing a great education, UW-L is budget-friendly financially speaking. In 2014,
UW-L took the fourth overall spot in the Kiplinger’s list of 25 Best College Values under $30,000 a year, since their
tuition for in-state students is just over $9,000 a year!
The University offers 94 undergraduate, 21 graduate and 2 doctoral programs. There are about 9,728
undergrad students, however average class size remains at about 28 students per class - allowing professors to
be directly, accessible to students. Also, UW-L embraces students traveling from abroad. With approximately
400 students attending UW-L from outside the United State, UW-L continues to accept more international
students than any other state university other than UW-Madison and UW-Milwaukee.
The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse has continually shown throughout the years that it is a top-of-the-line,
affordable, and friendly university that welcomes all.

VITERBO UNIVERSITY
Viterbo University is a private Catholic Franciscan University that
has been serving both students and the community since 1890.
Viterbo has an 11:1 student to faculty ratio. The success of the
university is represented by the 96% placement rate that has been
associated with Viterbo for the past 10 years. They also have been
placed on the G.I.’s list of “Military Friendly Schools”, of which only
15% of schools nationwide receive the honor.
The enrollment at Viterbo University is just under 2,700, with1,800 of them being undergrad students. 98% of the
students receive some form of financial aid. There are over 70 undergraduate and 5 graduate degrees offered
at Viterbo. The university is renowned for its Fine Arts Center which attracts over 90,000 patrons annually, as well
as its nursing program that is one of the best in the state.
Viterbo continues to make an impact both on-campus and in the community as they stress to every student
the importance of servant-leadership/serving the common good.

WESTERN TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Whether you are looking to build your technical skills, set yourself
up for a four-year degree, or simply trying to learn more about a
passionate topic, Western Technical College has something for
everybody. Located near the heart of Historic Downtown La Crosse,
Western offers over 100 programs for a very affordable rate. Western
Technical College Systems was ranked #41 in the nation amongst
community colleges by Wallethub, and has gained a reputation as
one of the top technical colleges in the area.
Western has a great working relationship with 8 different four-year universities in the region, which allows
students to transfer as a junior after graduation. They also offer numerous diploma and certificate programs.
All their degrees are designed for post-graduate success, whether this be continuing education at another
university, or diving directly into the workforce. This strategy has proved to be successful as 93% of graduates
find work within one year, and another 81% find their work in the 7 Rivers Region.
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MEDICAL FACILITIES
GUNDERSEN HEALTH SYSTEM
Gundersen Health System has no small effect on the La Crosse Area. More than 21% of the City of La Crosse’s
population is employed by the healthcare industry, and Gundersen is an overwhelming reason for that. They
are not only one of the largest employers in the La Crosse area, but they are also one of the largest payer
of property taxes. Seeing nearly 1.4 million patients annually, they have been recognized for excellence in a
plethora of categories. They have received the highest possible rating in three major categories: heart failure,
hip replacement, and knee replacement. Also, they have been placed in the top 5% for general surgeries as
of 2017, as well as the top 5% in patient experience. Stressing quality in all their operations has not only earned
them these great honors, but has also placed them on the list of “Top 50 Best Hospitals”, which is equivalent to
the top 1% in the nation, by Healthgrades.
Gundersen Health Systems is also a leader in the industry
when it comes to recognizing the environment. In 2014 they
set, and accomplished the goal of becoming totally energy
independent. This means that they generate all their energy
from in-house sources such as: a biomass boiler system, a
geothermal heat pump that uses the earth as a heating
and cooling source, a partnership with the La Crosse County
Landfill that turns landfill gases into electricity, and also a windpowered turbine project that will generate electricity for the
hospital.
Gundersen is involved in community efforts that encourage
and teach healthy living. One of these programs is the
500 club. When eating out at a restaurant in the area, club members can look for the 500 club logo which
signifies that the meal has been dietitian-approved, and therefore is part of a healthy diet. Amongst many
other programs and sponsorships, Gundersen also supplies tips to leading a healthy lifestyle on their website.
They supply everything from health education lessons, to ideas for exercise, as well as healthy cooking and
eating options. Gundersen Health Systems cares deeply about the community, and shows it through the many
programs and projects they run and support.

MAYO CLINIC - FRANCISCAN HEALTH CARE
Over the years the Mayo Clinic Health System has gained
the reputation as one of the best healthcare systems in
the world, and has definitively earned the honor as the #1
healthcare system in the nation. The Mayo Clinic of La Crosse
is one of more than 70 institutions scattered over much of the
Midwest, but its reputation as “one of the best” remains the
same as its main campus in Rochester. The La Crosse Mayo
Clinic has made its own distinctions, as it has earned the
highest rating possible in the category of heart failure. They
also have received a 4-star rating for patient experience,
according to the center for Medicare and Medicaid services.
Aside from their own personal distinct honors, the La Crosse
Mayo Clinic has earned the trust and favorability of its community, as it is only a short 72-mile drive to the
Rochester Mayo Clinic where a seamless transition can be expected by all patients.
The Mayo Clinic of La Crosse makes it a priority to educate the community in relevant fields, as education is
one of the “three shields” Mayo stands behind. They offer education classes on many subjects including, but
not limited to: opioid abuse, prenatal care, and dealing with grief. They realize the community is the foundation
of their business, and the first step to creating a healthy community is to educate them. They also sponsor and
hold events throughout the La Crosse community such as the Dragon Boat Festival held annually at Copeland
Park. This event is held to support both current and post breast cancer patients. The two-day celebration
attracts more than 50 different teams, and plays host to many races, games, and a Festival Foods sponsored
supply of meals. This is just one of the many events Mayo Clinic of La Crosse has hosted over the years.
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RECREATION & LIFESTYLE
BIKING AND HIKING TRAILS
Between the bluffs, river lands, and miles of county highways, La
Crosse county offers some of the best mountain and road biking in
the world. The City of La Crosse has earned a silver-level designation
as a bicycle friendly community. The City itself offers more bicycle
friendly businesses per capita than any other city in Wisconsin, a
plethora of bike-lanes, a website that features roadmaps detailing
designated bike routes, as well as 16 established bike routes, and
another 6 trails in and around the La Crosse area. The most famous,
and for good reason, of these trails is the Great River State Trail.
This scenic trail is 24 miles in length, stretches from Onalaska to
Trempealeau, and crosses 18 different water ways as well as goes
through 3 individual National Wildlife Refugees. On average, 70,000 bicyclists travel this trail each year. Other
popular trails include Human Powered Trails and all the Wisconsin State Trails.
Hiking is another popular activity in La Crosse County. The area is home to some of the best in the world.
The La Crosse area features dense wooded bluffs, beautiful sandstone outcroppings, scenic marshes and
prairies, as well as countless rivers, lakes, streams, all of which are teaming with a variety of wildlife. This unique
combination of natural settings makes for an incredible set of world-renowned hiking trails that attract some
of the world’s biggest nature and hiking enthusiasts. There is no shortage of hiking, as there are over 10 well
groomed trails that span more than 100 miles just in the area. The most popular of the trails are in the Hixon
Forest. This area is the site of the famous Grandad Bluff which overlooks the entire valley, but is also home to
4 other vistas that offer their own unique, but still just as astonishing views. Elsewhere in the region is the Green
Coulee park in Onalaska. This park features many great hiking trails, including the path that leads to the summit
of the bluff, which is the highest point in the Coulee Region at 1,212 feet.
Grandad Bluff
Grandad’s Bluff, the largest bluff in the La Crosse
Area with a 570-foot summit, features an incredible
view of the surrounding Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
Iowa area. Recently revamped in 2012, Grandad’s
Bluff is a must-see landmark in La Crosse.
Riverside Park
Located off the Mississippi River and in downtown La
Crosse, Riverside Park has a lot to offer. In addition to
hosting many attractions throughout the year, it also
offers trails, open space, and plenty of areas to sit and
enjoy the beautiful Mississippi River.

OTHER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
The La Crosse area offers an almost unlimited list of other outdoor
activities to do besides hiking and biking. World-class fishing is
offered in Lake Onalaska, as well as the La Crosse and Black River,
which both flow into upper Mississippi River, of which is known to be
one of the most diverse and best freshwater fishing spots in the lower
48 states. The area also offers fantastic hunting, canoeing/kayaking,
golfing, disc golf, as well as downhill and cross-country skiing. One
might also find themselves spectating an area sporting event as La
Crosse is home to the Loggers (Baseball), the Coulee Region Chill
(Hockey), and the River City Rough Riders (Football).
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FESTIVALS & EVENTS
BETWEEN THE BLUFFS: BEER, WINE & CHEESE FESTIVAL

Moon Tunes

As the title indicates, this festival is all about exploring the world of beer,
wine, and among other delicious cuisines, cheese! Held in April, fest-goers
can try over 200 kinds of beer as well as over 45 different wines. Also at
this event are games, tastings, and live music.

RIVERSIDE FAMILY FUN FAIR
This is the event to bring the entire family to. From family-friendly
activities and games, to a fishing derby restricted to kids 18 and younger,
this event has something for everyone. Not to mention the admission is
free and concessions and games are all just $0.50! Bring the family to this
festival to experience and learn about all the fun the La Crosse area has
to offer.

Riverfest

MOON TUNES
Moon Tunes brings live music to Riverside Park. It is run most Thursdays in
the summer starting at 5:30 PM and ending around 8:00 PM.

RIVERFEST
Over the 4th of July, Riverfest is held along the Mississippi River at
Riverside Park to celebrate the summer, the river, and our nation’s
independence.

IRISHFEST
Held in early August, La Crosse celebrates Irish history and culture with
world-class Irish performers and entertainment, Irish dance lessons, sheep
shearing, songs, storytelling, games, and activities and food vendors
featuring Irish Stew, Irish Potatoes, Corned Beef and more.

Oktoberfest

OKTOBERFEST
In late September the Maple Leaf Parade, one of the largest in the
Midwest, kicks off the tradition of the Oktoberfest celebration of their
old-world ancestors for residents in the area. The fest grounds offer
a complete replica of a Bavarian Village, carnival rides and games,
bratwurst and of course beer tents.

ROTARY LIGHTS DISPLAY
Open from the day after Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve’s
fireworks, the annual Rotary Lights Display is held along the Mississippi River
at Riverside Park. During this time of year, the park comes alive as over
three million lights, animated displays, and entertainment attract over
250,000 people from the tri-state area.

Rotary Lights

OTHER FESTIVALS & EVENTS
Other festivals/events in the La Crosse area include, but are not limited
to: The Great River Folk Fest, Prairie Dog Blues Festival, Bluff Country
Studio Art Tour, La Crosse Pride, Leif Erikson Day, and the annual Westby
Snowflake Ski Jump which is a world-class ski jump competition.
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CULTURE & CONVENTION OPPORTUNITIES
CULTURE & THE ARTS
The La Crosse area offers an array of culture and arts. Each year, the Viterbo University Bright Star Season hosts
a number of internationally known performers. The Viterbo University Fine Arts Center is also home to the
La Crosse Symphony Orchestra (LSO). With roots dating back to 1898, the LSO has been serving the cultural
needs of this area continuously since 1941. The symphony performs six concerts annually, as well as playing host
to numerous brilliant artists.
Other areas in La Crosse for culture and the arts include
the La Crosse Community Theatre. This theatre offers great
opportunities for the arts community. Aside from performing 9
annual favorite shows with local talent, the LCCT also offers:
theatre education, trips to renown theatres and shows, improv
troupes, and readers theatre. The University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse Center for the Arts as well as the Pumphouse Regional
Arts Center also offer great opportunities for education as well as
catching a great show.
The youth of La Crosse are also included in the arts as there
is both the Children’s Museum of La Crosse, and the La Crosse
Youth Symphony Orchestra. Both groups offer an incredible
venue for the children of La Crosse both expose themselves to
and learn about the world of culture and arts.

LODGING & RESTAURANTS
Whether you are staying in La Crosse for business or pleasure,
or maybe a little of both, the area has a lodging option for
every visitor. La Crosse offers economical hotels, beautiful Bed
and Breakfasts, picturesque rental cabins, campgrounds, and
even a privately-owned luxury hotel that will be sure to give you
a rich and fulfilling experience. The locations are also perfect
as 40% of the rooms are located within the central business
district, and another 45% are located within a 10-minute drive
of historic Downtown La Crosse. If it’s the outdoors you are
looking for, don’t worry, it is a very short drive to escape the
hustle and bustle of the city, plus the area offers many lodging
opportunities within the suburban and rural regions as well. Of
course, most of these wonderful establishments feature a form of
a restaurant or bar.

						 CONVENTION FACILITIES
						
						
						
						

Large scale events and conventions can be held in the 8,000
seat La Crosse Center located along the Mississippi River in the
heart of La Crosse’s central business district. The center is
attached to the Radisson Hotel La Crosse. Within blocks of the
center are seven additional fine business hotels such as: Holiday
Inn and Suites, Courtyard by Marriott, Charmant, Hampton Inn,
Fairfield Inn, Hilton Home2Suite, and the GrandStay Hotel.
The Onalaska Omni Center, located in Van Riper Park, also
offers an excellent venue for large events with plenty of parking.
Also in Onalaska, the Stoney Creek Inn offers accommodations
for conventions of many sizes.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
GREATER LA CROSSE AREA CONTACT:

James P. Hill, Executive Director
Heather Johnson, Associate Director
601 7th Street North
La Crosse, WI 54601
Phone: (608) 784-5488
Website: www.ladcoweb.org
Email: ladco@centurytel.net

OTHER COMMUNITY RESOURCES
7 Rivers Alliance
Lisa Herr, Chief Executive Officer
601 7th Street North, Suite 400
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 787-8777
www.7riversalliance.org
Downtown Mainstreet, Inc.
Robin Moses, Executive Director
500 Main Street
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 784-0440
www.lacrossedowntown.com
La Crosse Area Chamber of Commerce
Vicki Markussen, Executive Director
601 7th Street North
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 784-4880
www.lacrossechamber.com

Mississippi River Regional
Planning Commission
Greg Flogstad, Director
1707 Main Street, Suite 435
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-9396
www.mrrpc.com
UW-L Small Business Development Center
Anne Hlavacka, Executive Director
1725 State Street
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 785-8782
www.uwlax.edu/sbdc

La Crosse County Convention & Visitors Bureau
A.J. Frels, Executive Director
410 E Veterans Memorial Drive
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 782-2366
www.explorelacrosse.com
Coulee Region Business Center
James P. Hill, Executive Director
1100 Kane Street
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 782-8022
www.crbc.biz

Come visit or stay!
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